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December 22, 1993

Mr. William F. Caton
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M street, N.W.
Room 222, stop Code 1170
Washington, D.C. 20554

r,o·CKE~I· F" E"'~.."C" ",.

V C IL' ()Jr'Y C.lhlGiNAL

Second Supplement to Petition for Rulemaking
to Amend the Reference Coordinates for
Austin, Texas, and the Channel Block for
Yakutat, Alaska ~

Re:

FCC File No.~

Dear Mr. Caton: I
In accordance with Section 1.401 of the Commission's Rules,

47 C.F.R. S 1.401, enclosed please find the original and four
copies of the Second Supplement to Petition for Rulemaking (FCC
File No. RM-8378) requesting that the Commission amend the air
to-ground reference coordinates for Austin, Texas, and the
channel block for Yakutat, Alaska, which are set forth in
section 22.1109 of the Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. S 22.1109.

Should you have questions, please contact the undersigned or
Teresa Marrero at (202) 887-4389.

Sincerely,

2---=-~~"j}~
om W. Davidson

Enclosures

No. of Copiesrec'd~
listABCDE
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In the Matter of:

Modification of section 22.1109
of the commission's RUles
containing Reference Coordinates
for Air-to-Ground Telephone
Ground stations

To: The Commission

)
)
)
)
)
)
)

SICOID SQULIIQIII'I '10 .ftIIIQM JlOR '''IIMI.'

Claircom Communications Group, L.P. ("Claircom"),

GTE Airfone Incorporated ("GTE Airfone"), In-Flight Phone

Corporation ("In-Flight"), Mobile Telecommunication Technologies

Corp. ("MTel"), American Skycell COrPOration ("Skycell"), and

Jet-Tel Group, L.P. ("Jet-Tel") (collectively, "Petitioners"), by

their attorneys, hereby jointly submit a further supplement to

their joint Petition for Rulemaking ("Petition"), filed on July

22, 1993.~/ The Petition and the initial supplement requested

that the Federal Communications Commission ("FCC" or

"Commission") initiate a rulemaking proceeding to amend the

geographical coordinates of nine air-to-ground ("ATG") telephone

ground station locations set out in section 22.1109 of the

Commission's Rules, 47 C.F.R. S 22.1109 (1992). Petitioners

respectfully request that, in addition to the reference

~/ An earlier supplement to the Petition for Rulemaking was
filed October 21, 1993.



coordinates for the seven sites naaed in their Petition,~/ and

the two sites named in its initial supplement,~/ Section

22.1109 be amended to modify the coordinates for Austin, Texas,

and the channel block for Yakutat, Alaska. As demonstrated

below, the proposed changes are in the public interest because

they will: (1) enable ATG carriers to provide significantly

better service to the pUblic in parts of Alaska and Texas than

would be possible under the current rule, and (2) would meet the

550 mile co-channel separation requirement set forth in section

22.1109(b) of the Commission's rules, 47 C.F.R. S 22.1109(b).~/

I. IDtroductioD

As discussed below, the current reference coordinates

set forth in Section 22.1109 for Austin, Texas, designate an area

which does not optimize the efficient use of a channel block for

a full power ATG ground station. In the case of Yakutat, Alaska,

the current channel block assigned for Yakutat, does not meet the

550 mile separation requirement set forth in Section 22.1109 with

respect to co-channel operation at Anchorage, Alaska. The

proposed changes will replace the illogical coordinates for

Austin and unworkable channel block for Yakutat with new

~/ The seven sites are Kenner, Louisiana; Nashville, Tennessee;
Bedford, Texas; Kansas City, Missouri; San Jose, California;
Cordova, Alaska; and Sitka, Alaska.

~/ The two sites are Ketchikan, Alaska, and Yakutat, Alaska.

~/ Petitioners are the only authorized licensees of ATG
telephone service.
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coordinates and a new channel.block, as the case may be, which

are more appropriate for ATG ground station operations.

The requested modifications of section 22.1109 are

fully consistent with the one mile collocation provision of the

rule because, in each case, any ground station constructed by a

Petitioner at Austin, Texas, or Yakutat, Alaska, will be located

within one mile of the proposed new reference coordinates and

will meet the 550 mile co-channel separation requirement. Thus,

the proposed amendments serve the Commission's goal of preventing

inter-carrier interference caused by Doppler frequency shifts

that could result from inadequate ground station separation.

II. Au.tin, .,...

Petitioners request that the reference coordinates

listed in Section 22.1109 for Austin, Texas, be changed to

coordinates at the Austin airport, which are 30 0 17' 50" N.

latitude and 97 0 42' 11" W. longitude.2/ The reference

coordinates listed in the rule correspond to a site that is

located approximately nine miles from the Austin airport. The

site is separated from the airport by hilly terrain and does not

provide tarmac coverage. The site provides only for high

altitude coverage, which SUbstantially duplicates coverage

provided by ground stations at San Antonio and Houston. Thus,

the operation of an Austin ground station within one mile of the

2/ Currently, the reference coordinates for Austin set forth in
section 22.1109 are 30 0 16' 37" N. latitude and 97 0 49' 34" W.
longitude.
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reference coordinates specified in section 22.1109 of the

Commission's rules does not provide optimal coverage of the

Austin airport and represents an inefficient use of very valuable

ATG spectrum.

The reference coordinates proposed by the Petitioners

will enable ATG carriers to construct ground stations at Austin

to more effectively provide ATG service to aircraft passengers in

the area. only In-Flight presently is operating a ground station

at Austin. In-Flight's Austin ground station is currently

located within one mile of the coordinates set forth in section

22.1109 of the Commission's rules. While In-Flight has agreed to

relocate to a site within one mile of the proposed new reference

coordinates for Austin, In-Flight believes that it will need a

few months to relocate its station to comply with the proposed

amended coordinates. Thus, if the proposed coordinates for

Austin take effect prior to March 1, 1994, In-Flight will not be

in compliance with the one-mile requirement. Therefore, the

Petitioners request that the Commission change the Austin, Texas,

coordinates effective no earlier than March 1, 1994.

III. Yakutat. Ala'ka

Petitioners further request that the channel block

listed in section 22.1109 for Yakutat, Alaska, be changed to

channel block two. The current channel block for Yakutat,

channel block eight, has reference coordinates that are only 278

miles from its nearest co-channel allocation at Anchorage,

-4-



Alaska. Thus, the current Yakutat channel block assignment is

not in conformance with the FCC's 550 mile co-channel separation

requirement. Using the amended coordinates proposed in the

October 21, 1993, supplement to the Petition, the distance

between the Yakutat and Anchorage, Alaska, reference coordinates

is still only 365 miles and falls short of the 550 mile co-

channel separation requirement.~1

The nearest ground station to Yakutat assigned channel block

two is located at Klamath Falls, Oregon, 1,429 miles distant from

Yakutat's coordinates. Thus, an amendment to change the Yakutat,

Alaska, channel block from eight to two would enable Petitioners

to meet the 550 mile co-channel separation requirement. Without

such a channel block change, it would be impossible to operate a

full power ground station at Yakutat without creating harmful co

channel interference to the existing Anchorage ground stations.

IV. COPclu.iop

As discussed above, the additional amendments proposed

herein to modify the existing reference coordinates for Austin,

Texas, and to modify the channel block for Yakutat, Alaska, are

fUlly consistent with the one mile collocation rule and the 550

mile co-channel separation requirement. The proposed amendments

~I The Petitioners believe that a..nding the channel block for
Yakutat is preferable to amending the channel block for
Anchorage, because two petitioners (GTE Airfone and Claircom) are
currently operating ground stations at Anchorage. Therefore,
amending the channel block for Yakutat, where there are no
existing ground stations, will not pose an inconvenience to any
of the ATG operators.
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will replace an infeasible ground station location and an

unworkable channel block with coordinates and a channel block, as

the case may be, which will enable ATG service providers to

construct ground stations that will provide optimum service

coverage and eliminate the potential for co-channel interference.

Thus, the proposed changes are in the public interest.

For the foregoing reasons, Petitioners respectfully

request the commission to adopt a Notice of Proposed RUlemaking

consistent with the recommendations in their Petition of July 22,

1993, as supplemented on October 21, 1993 and as further

supplemented herein.

Respectfully sUbmitted,

S GROUP, L.P •.
, ..~-

AKIN, GUMP, STRAUSS, HAUER &
FELD, L.L.P.

1333 New Hampshire Ave., N.W.
Suite 400
Washington, D.C. 20036
(202) 887-4000

GTE AIRFONE INCORPORATED

By: ~p~ ,&#l-At.J
Brenda A. McNabb ~~
General Counsel and Assistant Secretary

GTE AIRFONE
2809 Butterfield Road
Box 9000
Oak Brook, Illinois 60521
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December 22, 1993

IN-FLIGHT PHONE CORPORATION

By: /L-/~{rL~~
1fi'fIam'J. Gordon
Vice President Regulatory Affairs 4 r~
IN-FLIGHT PHONE CORPORATION
1146 19th street, N.W.
suite 200
Washington, D.C. 20036

MOBILE TELECOMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES CORP.

--:-7 ~By: //l~~ L
Ilhomas Gutier~ '7 I":..::.==>
Justin McClure
Its Attorneys

LUKAS, MCGOWAN, NACE & GUTIERREZ
1819 H Street, N.W.
7th Floor
Washington, D.C. 20006

AMERICAN SKYCELL CORPORATION

By: /~k-~~~
~rman 7 ~
Its Attorney

GORMAN, KURTIS, BLASK & FREEDMAN,
CHARTERED

1400 16th street, N.W.
suite 500
Washington, D.C. 20036

JET-TEL GROUP, L. P •

By: ;;.~(.g-4
Drryl ~heetz
Its Attorney ~~

DARRYL SHEETZ
2012 Quay Village Court
Annapolis, Maryland 21403
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

I, Dana Gregory, a secretary in the law firm of Akin, Gump,

strauss, Hauer & Feld, L.L.P., certify that copies of the foregoing

SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO PETITION FOR RULEMAKING, were hand delivered, on

this 22nd day of December, 1993, to the following:

Ms. Kathleen Levitz
Acting Chief, Co..on Carrier Bureau
Federal Communications commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 500
Washington, D.C. 20554

Mr. John Cimko
Chief, Mobile Services Division
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M street, N.W.
Room 644
washington, D.C. 20554

Anne Linton, Esq.
Mobile Services Division
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Room 644
Washinqton, D.C. 20554

~IMQ ~e===D~na Gr gor
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